
 

 

 

 

Feast Days of the Week:  17th to 23rd December 
17th  St John of Matha, Priest (1155-1213) 
18th  St Gatian, Bishop of Tours (3rd Century) 
19th  St Anastasius, Pope (d404) 
20th  Sts Abraham, Isaac & Jacob (OT Fathers) 
21st  St Peter Canisius, Priest, Doctor (1521-97), optional 
22nd  St Zeno, Martyr, Roman soldier (d303) 
23rd  St John of Kanty, Priest (1390-1473), optional 

 

Servers  
17 Dec Graham Adams 
24 Dec Diane Stewart 
Readers     
17 Dec 1st Reading  Elaine Jackson 
 2nd Reading Basil Jackson 
 Intercessions Marilyn Rowe 
24 Dec 1st Reading  Monica Bright 
 2nd Reading Brian Bright 
 Intercessions Robert Forbes 
Communion   
17 Dec Paul Harris and Robert Forbes 
24 Dec Elizabeth Doolan and Carla Endean 
Counters   
17 Dec Julie and Lance 
24 Dec Robyn and Adrian 
Morning Tea 
17 Dec George Commens 
24 Dec Mary Batty 
Church Care 
29 Dec Sue Gracey and Pat McAuley 

Gospel Acclamation:  Change your lives, 
he’s coming. The one who is the light of the world 

is coming. Change your lives, he’s coming. 
The reign of God is near.  Alleluia, Alleluia! 

The reign of God is near. 

Third 
Sunday 

of 
Advent 
Year B 

 
17th December 2017 

 

There is some confusion about 
the identity of John and his 
relationship to Jesus in this 
week's gospel reading. The 

message is plain - John is not the 
light, rather he is ‘a witness to 
speak for the light’. Light is the 

dominating image of the Advent/
Christmas cycle. The liturgical 
cycle and the natural cycle are 

harmonious in the northern 
hemisphere so that the advent of 
the light is a powerful image of 

hope. In Brisbane where I live, we 
have to reshape the light imagery 
to suit our seasons: Christmas is 
in the middle of summer and the 
warmth and light of the sun are 

present realities, not future 
prospects. This is by no means 

an insurmountable problem 
the Advent/Christmas cycle is 
redolent of past, present and 
future time imagery. Further, 

because of its nature as a 
multivalent symbol, the 'light' 

image can be read from many 
different perspectives and still 
be fruitful.  By December the 

sunflowers I have planted in my 
garden will, I hope, be two 

metres tall and flowering in time 
for the Christmas liturgies. If all 
goes well they will give powerful 
witness to the efficacy of light. 

Advent is a time of watching and 
waiting (on things natural and 

spiritual) in hopeful expectation.  
Reflection and Artwork 

by Jenny Close (Liturgyhelp) 

Isaiah 61:1-2,10-11  Good news 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24  The Lord is coming 

John 1:6-8,19-28  John, a witness 

St Paul’s Mt Vic & St Joseph’s Megalong Valley 

Psalm Response:  My soul rejoices in my God. 

Entrance Antiphon 
Rejoice in the Lord 
always; again I say, 

rejoice. Indeed, 
the Lord is near. 

Communion Antiphon 
Say to the faint of heart: 

Be strong and do not fear. 
Behold, our God will come, 

and he will save us.  

Next week:  You will bear a son  2 Samuel 7:1-5.8-12.14.16 
Ps 88  Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38 

 

Sacred Heart Care Group (helping parishioners in times of need) call Monica Bright 4757 3943. 

Parish Pastoral Council meets the 4th Thursday of each month.  If you would 
like an issue discussed, please submit it in writing to Fr Bob or David Buckley 

(Chair); Adrienne Kitching (Deputy Chair) or Christine O’Grady (Secretary).  

Website:  http://www.keepersoftheflame.net/SacredHeartParish/index.html 

 

BULLETIN ITEMS:  Please contact the Parish Office on Wednesday or Thursday 
during office hours on 4787 8540 or email shbheath2@bigpond.com 

As a community bonded together through faith, 
we are called to share our experience of God with those we meet each day, 

in particular, those in our local community. 

We acknowledge the Darug and Gundungurra people, the traditional custodians of this land 
and pay our respects to the elders past and present, including those who may be with us today.  

www.facebook.com/ 
Sacred-Heart-Parish-Community-Blackheath-153850768029631/ 

For Baptisms, Marriages and sick calls, please contact the Parish House. 

Website:  https://sacredheartblackheath.org.au/ 

Blackheath   Sunday Mass   9.30am 
Evening Mass  Tuesday    6.30pm 
Morning Mass  Wednesday, Friday and Saturday  9.00am 
  Thursday    8.00am 
Benediction  2nd Saturday after 9.00am Mass 
Exposition  All other Saturdays after 9.00am Mass 
Reconciliation  Saturdays     9.30am 
Healing Mass  1st Saturday of the month   9.00am 
Mount Victoria  Vigil Mass (1st, 3rd and 5th Saturdays)   6.00pm 
Megalong Valley  Vigil Mass (2nd and 4th Saturdays)  6.00pm 

Parish Office:  02 4787 8540 
Facsimile:   02 4787 6143 
Office hours: Wed  1.00pm - 4.00pm 
 Thu  9.00am - 12.00pm 
 Fri 9.00am - 12.00pm 

Parish Priest:   Father Bob Sheridan 
Parish House:   02 4787 8811 
Parish Mobile:  04 1735 5479 
 (Emergency only) 
E-mail: shbheath2@bigpond.com 

Parish House:    18 Inconstant Street, Blackheath. 2785 
Sacred Heart Church:   167 Wentworth Street, Blackheath.  
St Paul’s Church:    65 Great Western Highway, Mount Victoria. 
St Joseph’s Church:   1270 Megalong Road, Megalong Valley. 

Sacred Heart Church ~ Blackheath 
Saint Paul’s Church ~ Mount Victoria 

Saint Joseph’s Church ~ Megalong Valley 
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 ADVENT WREATH - Third Sunday of Advent (Theme - “Celebration”):  Today, 
during our candle lighting liturgy, the purple candles previously lit over the 
past two weeks will again be lit – plus the pink candle set down for lighting this 
day.  These candles have different meanings and are lit in the following order: 
purple, purple, pink, purple, white.  The first is called the “Candle of Hope”.    
It symbolizes our faith in God keeping his promises to humanity.  The second 
is called the “Candle of Preparation”, reminding Christians to get ready to   
receive God.  The third candle is the “Candle of Joy”.  It recalls the angels    
joyfully singing about the birth of Christ.  The fourth candle, the “Candle of 
Love”, reminds Christians that God loves them enough to send his only Son to 
Earth.  The “Christ Candle”, the white candle in the centre, stands for Jesus 
Christ himself and is lit for the actual Christmas celebrations. 
 

GAUDETE SUNDAY:  Today is Gaudete Sunday. “Gaudete” is from the Latin 
and means “rejoice”.  For those who have Advent Wreaths, this is the day when 
the pink candle is lit to emphasise the change in direction that now takes place 
in our preparation for Christmas.  From this Sunday, we focus more on Mary, 
soon to be Jesus’ mother, as may be seen from our scripture readings. 
 

Week 3:  Lighting of the two purple candles and the pink candle:  From Isaiah 
we read, “The people who walk in darkness have seen a great light.”  God of 
Blessings, we celebrate your good gifts and rejoice in the gift of your Son, Jesus.  
As the candle is lit, we all say:  “Let this candle remind us that Jesus is coming 
and in him we rejoice.” 
 

EPIPHANY WALKERS:  As a follow-up to last Sunday’s mention of the Epiphany 
Walkers’ Blue Mountains Trek, we have been requested to once more mention 
to you that this long walk (about 112kms) from Emu Plains to Bell will see their 
group staying here overnight on Sunday evening, 7th January 2018, Feast of the 
Epiphany, where they will share dinner in the parish hall with those of us who 
wish to attend.  Monday morning, 8th January, the walkers will trek the last 
16kms to Bell via Mt Victoria.  Once at Bell, I again remind you that a service 
will be shared on the site of the “Magi Chapel”, presently under construction. If 
you desire more information, please contact www.epiphanypilgrimage.org 
 

VINNIES’ CHRISTMAS APPEAL:  What a wonderful success!  I quote from a 
Vinnie’s letter just received:  “Thank you for making the St. Vincent de Paul 
Christmas Appeal 2017 such a success.  On Sunday 3 December and Sunday   
10 December you contributed $1,945.  The previous year the 2016 Christmas   
Appeal yielded our best result to that date, at $1,610.  …Thank you for     
providing us with the means to continue our work with the disadvantaged.” 
 

What an extraordinarily generous parish we have!  Thank you on behalf of all 
those in need who will significantly benefit from these funds, particularly at 
this festival time of the year.  
 

CHRISTMAS/NEW YEAR CLOSE-DOWN:  Please note that the last Bulletin for 
this year will be printed next week.  There will then be no Bulletin produced 
until the Parish Office re-opens on 17th January 2018.  A separate list of      
servers, readers etc., will be posted on the noticeboard to cover the close-down  
period.  Carefully note also the days and times for Masses during the        
Christmas / New year period.  Especially note that there will be no weekday 
Masses from the 26th - 29th December with only the Mt Victoria vigil Mass to be  
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Please pray for the sick 
and their carers:  Barry Bowden, 

John & Marion Crowley, Sue Gracey, 
Bill Grieves, Kevin Madden, 

Maria Slater and Roma Ziolkowski. 
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OFFICE CLOSURE:  The Parish 
Office will be closed over the 

Christmas / New Year period from 
Friday 22/12/17 and will reopen 

on Wednesday 17/1/2018. 

 

~ CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR MASSES ~ 

SACRED HEART BLACKHEATH 
Saturday 23 December 9am Mass 
Sunday 24 December 9.30am Sunday Mass 
 7.00pm Christmas Vigil Children’s Mass 
Monday 25 December Christmas Day 
 9.30am Mass 
Sunday 31 December 9.30am Mass 
Monday 1 January 2018 
 (New Year’s Day) 9.30am Mass 

ST PAUL’S MT VICTORIA 
Monday 25 December Christmas Day 7am 
Saturday 30 December Vigil Mass 6pm 

ST JOSEPH’S MEGALONG VALLEY 
Saturday 23 December Vigil Mass 6pm 

* Please note there will be no Christmas Day 
 Mass at St Joseph’s in Megalong Valley. 
* However, at Sacred Heart, there will be a 
 special Second Rite of Reconciliation  
 on Wednesday 13 December at 7.30pm. 
* Also note that normal Mass times will apply 
 on Saturday 23 December (Vigil Mass 
 Megalong) and Sunday 24 December 
 (9:30am Blackheath) 
*There will be no weekday Masses          
 celebrated from 26 – 29 December or 
 on Tuesday 2 January. 
* Normal scheduled Masses will be celebrated 
 at Blackheath on 31 December and at  
 Sacred Heart, St Paul’s and St Joseph’s 
 from 1 January 2018. 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS:  If you are 
available to serve at the Christmas 
morning Mass PLEASE write you name 
on the sheet outside the church door.  
This includes servers, readers,       
distributors of Communion, etc.  
Thank you. 

Happy Birthday 
George Commens ~ 18th December; Robert Forbes ~ 20th December; 

Charles Hodgkinson ~ 20th December and Dominic Burke ~ 21st December. 
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Fr Mac’s Heavenly Puddings - order online at https://fathermac.org.au/ 
Proceeds help local and overseas charities.  Gluten free puddings available. 

New Rosters for Liturgical Ministers are available at the back of the church. 

WORKING BEE: The Maintenance team 
will be holding their next working bee 
on Friday 22 December at 8am.  All 
are welcome to come and help. We are 
planning to spruce up the grounds for 
Christmas.  Please bring garden gloves 
and a hat. 

celebrated on Saturday, 30th December.  9.30am Masses will be held on both 
Sunday 31st December and 1st January 2018.  There will be no Mass on     
Tuesday 2nd January 2018.  After that, normal Mass times will apply.  Should 
you have an emergency during the close-down period, kindly phone our     
emergency phone 0417 355 479.                                       God bless!  Father Bob 


