
 

 

28 JANUARY 2018: 

AUSTRALIA DAY CELEBRATIONS:  Because of the need to pen this copy two days 

before Australia Day actually occurs, I am unable to comment on that day’s very 

special activities.  A verbal report will be given at the end of Mass.  However, by the 

time you read this Bulletin, the Australia Day celebrations will be well and truly over 

for yet another year.  Makes us (especially me) wonder where the past year went?   

Absolutely flew!  A slightly slower pace this year would be good! 

Tell me, did any of you take the time out when passing through Bell to sus out 

progress being made by the Epiphany Walkers in the construction of their Magi 

Chapel?  Given that the chapel will become part of our parish, we may be able to 

support them in some practical way.  Let’s see what the future holds in that regard. 

Whatever else, we are so grateful to Diana and Joe for once again opening up their 

magnificent “Withycombe” property at Mount Wilson for us to explore and otherwise 

enjoy.  Huge thanks to them on behalf of all parishioners and visitors who attended, 

and also for the wonderful hospitality with which they spoilt us. 

 

SCHOOL’S IN:  Quite extraordinary how quickly the six-week Christmas school 

holidays have passed, just vanished into the ether it sometimes seems to me.  Left 

behind, of course, are plenty of great memories for us upon which to reflect.  Now it’s 

back to the grind – another year for our young people (and us) as they (and we) 

negotiate all the challenges that this year has in store for them and us. 

Our catechists are also gearing up for another year of dedicated service to God and 

students, ensuring that the spiritual education of our Catholic youth keeps pace with 

the ever-increasing demands of a hectic, largely secular life in which our Lord 

features very little, if at all.  Our catechist co-ordinator, Claire Maguire, URGENTLY 

needs either trained SRE’s (religious education teachers) OR unskilled volunteers to 

be trained into that role by this parish and the Parramatta Diocese – I might add at 

our financial cost, not yours!  So, should you have a spare hour or two of a Thursday 

morning when schools are ‘in’, and should you desire to find out more about this most 

satisfying and fulfilling work involving our children, please contact Claire at your 

early convenience  on 47 87 7635.  The need for religious education, particularly these 

days in our community is critical for the survival of our faith in our precious children 

who are able to attend only public primary schools of which there are three in this 

district.  As the first of this year’s four terms commences next Tuesday (30/1) with 

religious instruction to commence in a couple of weeks, our need for more volunteers 

is, as earlier stated, most URGENT! 

GARAGE SALE:  This week, I seem to be full of requests for volunteers to assist in a 

variety of work that forms part of the foundation of our parish.  Right now, we are 

appealing for volunteers to assist next Thursday and Friday to help set-up and sort all 

the gifted stock we hope to sell next Saturday and Sunday.  We also need volunteers to 

assist during those two days as well!  Can you assist?  This is our largest fund-raiser 

for the year, and we need all the help we can muster.  The company is great – and you 

get a free ‘cuppa’ and ‘bikkie’ as well.   

CONDOLENCES TO THE GILCHRIST FAMILY:  Nine days ago on the nineteenth 

of this month Marjanna Gilchrist’s mother, Roma Kiolkowski, passed away after 

more than a decade’s battle with cancer.  What a devastating loss that must be for  

 

 

 

 

every member of the Gilchrist family, especially for Marjanna at this time.  

Marjanna, we extend to you and your family our deepest sorrow and sympathy; 

whatever support and assistance you may need - consider it done!   A requiem Mass to 

farewell Roma will be celebrated at Blackheath this Tuesday, commencing at 2.00pm.  

You are personally invited to attend.  Roma, may you rest in peace in God’s infinite 

love.  Amen. 

God Bless!      Fr. Bob  

 

ASH WEDNESDAY (Feb 14):  If you still have your 'palms' from last year's Passion 

Sunday, please give them to Fr Bob by Sunday, 11 February. These palms will be 

burnt and will become the ashes for Ash Wednesday on 14 February.  

  

MONSTER GARAGE SALE ~ Don’t forget our garage sale. We are still looking for 

more good quality items for sale, which will boost our Parish income for the year.  We 

also need volunteers to set up on Feb 2 and sell on Feb 3 and 4. There is a volunteer 

sheet on the notice board.  Not only does the Garage Sale help the parish financially, 

but it is also lots of fun, so come and get involved.   

 

WALK WITH ME LENTERN RETREAT ~ 11th February from 9:30am to 3:00pm 

Mt Carmel Retreat Centre, Yarrowville. Cost $30.00.  BYO lunch.  contact Kylie  

0403 453 620 or verbumdeisdyney@gmail.com    

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY ~  

Jeremy Lillis ~ 12 ~ 30th 

January 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

and congratulations to Elaine and Basil 

Jackson for 60 years of marriage on Feb 1 

WORKING BEE ~. The Maintenance team will be holding their 

next working bee on Friday February 2 at 8am (the day before 

the Garage Sale).  All are welcome.  to come and help.  Please 

bring garden gloves and a hat. 

PARENTS’ ROOM 

The Sacristy is available for parents to 

use when young children are restless.  It 

has a few books and toys.  We hope this 

makes it a little easier for you 

IN LOVING MEMORY 

Jean Walsh ~ 28th January 

Trevor Drummond ~ 31st January 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

BLACKHEATH PARISH ~ Our 

Parish turns 116 on this Australia 

Day.  

 
PLEASE PRAY for Marie 

Johnston’s sister Joan who is 

having an elbow replacement 

operation next Tues after a fall. 


