
 
 
15th April 2020 

 

 

Dear Parishioners of Sacred Heart Parish, Blackheath. St. Paul’s Mount Victoria. 

and St. Joseph’s, Megalong Valley. 

 

Frustratingly, under the current circumstances of “our church in isolation”, we cannot yet meet face-

to-face. I look forward to the day we can! 

 

As you are all aware, Easter Sunday brought to an end, Father Bob’s 10 and half year appointment 

as your Pastor. To quote from Bishop Vincent’s letter to you of 22nd August last, “Father Bob has 

been a faithful servant of Jesus Christ in his joyful and dedicated service with your community”. As 

Dean of the Blue Mountains Deanery, Parish Priest at St. Finbar’s Parish, Glenbrook and a personal 

friend of Bob’s I join with our Bishop and you all in thanking Father Bob “for his rich and engaging 

servant leadership with your community since 2009”. 

 

It is sad that Father Bob’s last Mass on Easter Sunday, as your official Pastor, was in isolation – 

separated from his ‘Family’. And of course, Bob’s ‘Farewell’ party also had to be postponed. But be 

assured, once the current restrictions are lifted and Parish life returns to some level of normality, 

there will indeed be a Mass of celebration and a Parish gathering to farewell Father Bob. 

 

In your Parish Bulletin of 15th March, Father Bob explained that Bishop Vincent had appointed me 

to your Parish as Priest Moderator – to replace him when he retired. Our original plan was that I 

come and concelebrate Mass with Father Bob on Sunday 22nd March and meet with the community 

at your usual social gathering over a cuppa, after Mass. I was then going to attend the Parish 

Pastoral Council that day. Sadly, none of that was to be. But hopefully, we will all meet soon – I 

look forward to that! But I have had the opportunity to meet in person with your PPC Executive 

(Brian, David, and Adrian), a few weeks back and we have been in regular communication since – 

wanting to ensure as smooth a transition process as possible. I again met with your PPC Executive 

on Tuesday last via video link and I will be meeting with the full Parish Pastoral Council next 

Wednesday afternoon, 22 April, ‘again, via video link. 

 

In his pastoral letter to you, Bishop Vincent initiated a process of consultation and discernment with 

your community – seeking, with your collaboration, to carefully discern your pastoral needs going 

forward. With the shortage of priests across all dioceses in Australia, it is unlikely that a resident 

priest will reside in Blackheath as your Pastor – for the foreseeable future at least. 

As Priest Moderator, I look forward to working with your Parish Pastoral Council, your Finance 

Committee, the Liturgical Committee, and the many parishioners involved in your various 

Ministries and each of you. 

 

 

 



 

By Way of Explanation: 

In accord with Canon Law, as Priest Moderator, I still act as Parish Priest for all matters regarding 

the stewardship of your Parish Community. However, recognizing the non-resident nature of my 

role (I continue to live in Glenbrook and remain as Parish Priest at St. Finbar’s), the Church allows 

for the implementation of measures to facilitate the Pastoral Care of a community such as yours. 

 

First, the Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) and the Finance Committee will continue, and they remain 

as advisory bodies presided over by me as priest moderator. However, it is not obligatory for me to 

attend certain or all meetings of these bodies and, given the distance and my ongoing duties at St. 

Finbar’s, it will not always be practical for me to do so. However, both bodies are still able to meet 

in the absence of a priest moderator, noting the following: 

A. Day-to-day pastoral matters may continue to be discussed and decided upon and informed. 

B. Any significant matters, either pastoral or financial, may be deliberated upon by either the 

PPC or Finance Committee, with a recommendation being formed for my approval. 

C. I shall seek the advice of the PPC or the Finance Committee, when and where appropriate. 

D. As per normal operation with a Parish Priest, all agendas and minutes will be copied to me. I 

will be consulted in the determination of what agenda items are Significant versus Day-to-

Day. 

 

Second, the Parish Office Staff (Pat Wicks, Joy Martin and Patricia Dee) will continue to carry on 

with their important work for the Parish each week. However, instead of reporting to the Parish 

Priest on day-to-day matters, they will now work in collaboration with a designated member of the 

Parish Pastoral Council – appointed with my authorization as ‘First Contact Person’ for the office 

staff. In the first instance, this will be David Buckley, Deputy Chair of the PPC and parishioner 

resident in Blackheath. For the immediate future, David will hold the Parish mobile phone. If 

anyone needs to contact me, please feel free to do so on 0417541637. 

 

As we journey through this difficult and challenging time of Covid-19, we pray that we will soon be 

able to celebrate our lives together as families, friends, and communities, specially our Sunday 

Eucharist. I assure you that we will do everything that is possible to address the pastoral needs of 

your community. 

 

Let us journey together as we continue to discern the will of God for our Parish Community. Let us 

continue to dream together. If I dream alone it remains a dream but if we dream together then it 

becomes a reality. 

 

May the mercy of God rest in our hearts, homes and the whole world as we celebrate the mercy of 

God on this Sunday. May Jesus touch and heal the wounds of those who experience pain, sadness, 

division and brokenness as he touched Thomas and healed him from his brokenness and lack of 

Faith. 

 

May God bless you all and your loved one and keep you safe. 

 

 

Kind Regards 

 

 

Father Jolly Chacko, MS 

 


