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Fr. John McSweeney (Parish Priest) 
Fr. Abraham Kunnatholy CMI (Asst Priest) 
Postal Address: PO Box 354, Blackheath NSW 
2785. 
Phone: (02) 4787 8540 
Office Hours: 10pm-3pm Thursday 
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Community Blackheath 

SACRED HEART CARE GROUP: Helping 
parishioners in times of need. Monica Bright 
0420 937 690.  
 
BLACKHEATH VINNIES Support: 0490 709 547 
 
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL: If you would like 
an issue discussed, please submit it in writing to 
either Paul Harris (Chair)  
(pauls_harris@hotmail.com) or Julie O’Keeffe 
(julesongodson@bigpond.com)  

                 

               Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B 

                                7 November 2021.  
The position of a widow in OT times was very difficult: her husband dead, she 
often had no-one to ensure that she and her children (now deemed orphans) would 
have enough to eat. And throughout the writings of the OT God is portrayed as 
being the special protector of widows and orphans. For it was believed that those 
‘little ones’ (the anawim) were often closest to the Lord, for they were seen as 
totally dependent on God. 

In our readings today we hear of two widows: both were generous and trusted in 
God. The first helped the prophet Elijah in time of famine; the other gave out of 
her poverty to the Treasury of the Temple. Both gave out of their economic 
poverty but were blessed - the first materially, the second spiritually. 

We need to hold both themes of trust and generosity when reflecting on these 
texts: we are called to be generous with what we have, but to do so with complete 
trust in the God whose special care is those who are dependent on the Lord. 

We can all be generous; but often we are generous up to a point… unlike the 
widow who put everything she had in the Temple Treasury, we often hold back, 
not trusting that God will look after us if we put ourselves out. Yes, we have to be 
responsible… we need to pay the bills and feed the family. But do we truly 
believe that our loving God would look after us if we gave that little bit more to 
one who has a greater need than ourselves. 

The Scriptures are asking us to be generous in trust… not controlling and 
calculating, giving what is left over (as the rich did in the Gospel story), but being 
willing to go that one step further in generosity, trusting that God will look after 
us.  

This is never easy. It is challenging… and such thoughts make all of us 
uncomfortable. If we can’t be like the widows in the Scriptures, then let us try to 
move in the right direction! 

 

God bless you all 

Fr John  

MT VICTORIA VIGIL MASS 
Vigil Mass at 6.00pm 
 
MEGALONG VALLEY MASS 
4pm (every third Friday of the month). 
 
BLACKHEATH MASSES 
SUN: 9:30am.   WED: 6:30pm. 
SAT: 9:00am  
 
FIRST FRIDAY 
Mass, Adoration and Reflection: 10 am. 
 
SECOND FRIDAY 
Friday Fiesta: (Will recommence in 2022). 
 
CONFESSION 
WED: 6:15pm  before 6.30 mass 
 
UPPER BLUE MOUNTAINS PARISH  SUN  
MASSES 
SAT: 9:00am Katoomba. 
SAT: 5:00pm Leura (Vigil) 
SUN: 8:00am Wentworth Falls 
SUN: 10am Katoomba 
Sun:  5.00pm Leura 
 
BULLETIN ITEMS: Please contact the Parish 
Office on Wednesday or Thursday during 
office hours on 4787 8540 or email black-
heath@parracatholic.org  

mailto:blackheath@parracatholic.org
https://sacredheartblackheath.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/Sacred-Heart-Parish-Community-Blackheath-NSW-Australia-153850768029631
https://www.facebook.com/Sacred-Heart-Parish-Community-Blackheath-NSW-Australia-153850768029631


COUNTERS: 7/Nov 2021 
       Diane Stewart 
 
SERVERS: 7/Nov 2021 

Paul Harris 

This Weeks Readers  :            7 Nov 2021  
 

 1 St Reader:     John Tweedie 

     

  2 nd Reader:   Pamela Nash 

 Welcome/Intercession: 

       Marilyn Rowe     

NEXT WEEK READERS;        14 Nov 2021 
 
1 St Reader:   
 Frances Huckstepp 

 2 nd Reader:     
                Mary Roberts 
 
  
Welcome/ Intercession  
 Frank Portelli 

CHURCH CARE: 
 
Noeleen Cliff and Marilyn Rowe   
 
FLOWERS: 
Rosemary Kenny & Mary Batty 

 Bpoint - Parish contributions using your credit card.  

Bpoint is an easy way to contribute to both our 2nd collection (funds raised are for 
our Parish) and  1st collection (funds raised are for the clergy of the Diocese). You 
need a credit card (Visa or Mastercard only) and a mobile phone number. Please 
follow this link and make your choice of option. You will be asked to show your 
name and mobile phone number: https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/
CATHOLICPARISHOFSACREDHEARTBLACKHEATH . As an alternative to 
following the link, you can also use the attached QR Code.   

Join the toilet cleaning roster 

Volunteers are needed for the weekly toilet 
cleaning at Sacred Heart Church. If you are 
able to assist please speak with John  

Tweedie  

Being a Covid Safe Parish:  

 

We are following NSW Health mandates, Paramatta diocesan directions and our 
own parish decisions to keep our community safe and welcoming for all. Please 
remember to: 

+ wear a mask 

+ QR sign in  

+ approach communion wearing your mask - receive the Host on your hand – 
step to the side – remove your mask to consume the Host – return to your seat. 

+ maintain social distancing 

+ lip-sync singing! (thank you to our music ministry)  

MERRY CHRISTMAS 

It’s that time of the year again where we are asking parishioners to donate to our Christmas Hampers. 

Without your donations we simply cannot hold our raffle. 

A list of goodies needed will be put at the doors of Blackheath & Mt Vic’s churches and if you can help us out by nominating any of the 
items on the list 

(or if you have anything else that is not listed) please add it to the list.   

The Finance Committee will be selling tickets to this fantastic raffle through November and December after each Mass and the raffle 
will be drawn on Sunday 19th December after Mass at Sacred Heart Blackheath. 

Thank you in anticipation. 

Your Parish Finance Team 

                              Remembrance Day Service 

An invitation is extended to all who would like to attend the Remembrance Day 
Service to be held on Thursday 11th November at 10:45 in the grounds of the  

Blackheath-Mt Victoria RSL sub-branch Hall and Grounds. 

Representatives attending on behalf of our parish will contribute three beautiful 
books to be donated to our local schools after the service. 

All those in attendance will be asked to show proof of double vaccination and 
register their attendance. For more information please contact President Greg No-
ble or Honorary Secretary Ross Gregory on Mob: 0419639226  

Diocesan Pastoral Council:   

Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv warmly invites applications for membership to 
the Diocesan Pastoral Council. The council seeks a cross-section of people from 
different places in the Diocese and from different backgrounds and experiences.  

If you have any question’s please contact Sr Grace Roclawska, Head: Formation 

for Mission via email at grace.roclawska@parracatholic.org   
Mt Victoria (TBA) 

1 St Reader: 

 

2 nd Reader: 

https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/CATHOLICPARISHOFSACREDHEARTBLACKHEATH
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/CATHOLICPARISHOFSACREDHEARTBLACKHEATH


November Masses:  

You are invited to bring the written names of deceased people 
you would like the community to pray for during the month of 
November and placing these names in the basket at the base of 
the altar.  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY: 
 2nd Tony Perriam 

3rd John Paul Lillis  

10th David Caplice  

Please Pray For the Sick and Their Carers: 

Grahame Adams, Andrew Krawczyk, Rae Freckelton, Patricia Dee, John Hanna, Barbara Grieves, Pat McCauley, Ray Wood, John & 

Marion Crowley, Maria Slater, Maria Johnson, Tatiana Schultz, Trennah Portelli, Alfred Milani. 

 

REST IN PEACE:   7th Lewis Hodgkinson (d 2004), 9th Melanie Hinklemann, 14th Fr Jim Dooley (d 2007),  

21st  Craig Charles Huckstepp (d 2014 – Francesca Huckstepp’s husband), 25th  Jason Bentley, 27th Iris Jones  

Virtual Cuppa Gospel Sharing:  

The Sunday ‘Virtual Cuppa’ is moving to THURSDAY eve-
nings. Many have found the sharing and listening to be quite a 
gift. Over the next two months we will trial having it on Thurs-
day nights for 30-40 minutes at 7.30pm. The gathering’s host 
will rotate each week, so that we share this role, but the link 
will remain the same: 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71997958918?
pwd=aUdBMFMzSHlHQlN6ZVc5QkxBbWtwQT09 

Meeting ID: 719 9795 8918  Passcode: 8hFnYH  

ANNIVERSARIES: 
 

 **The willingness to give all that 
one has is the central theme of to-
day's readings. They offer us three 
models.  

Jesus is the ultimate example of he-
roic generosity. He first offered him-
self as expiation for our sin. Now, as 
the eternal high priest, he stands be-
fore God as our mediator, pleading 
on our behalf, bringing salvation to those who eagerly await 
him. 

It is interesting to note that the other two models of selfless 
giving are widows, individuals who are doubly disadvan-
taged by the patriarchal societies of which they are mem-
bers. Their generosity is religiously inspired, and it comes 
from women who had the least material possessions to give. 
This kind of giving requires that we reach deep into our-
selves and almost strip ourselves of our hold on life, and 
that we do this for religious reasons. The giving that is pic-
tured in today's readings is nothing less than heroic generos-
ity. 

God will not be outdone in generosity. Sometimes we be-
come the beneficiaries of obvious blessing, as was the case 
in the story of the woman of Zarephath who was granted a 
year's supply of floor and oil.  At other times, we simply 
continue living life as usual, like the woman in the temple 
who was unaware of the commendation that Jesus had giv-
en her. The truly generous do not look for reward. They 
carry out their responsibilities and place the rest in God's 
hands. 

© Dianne Bergant CSA 

  Australian Women Preach:  

This week’s guest is Michele Connolly rsj, a Sister of St 
Joseph of Lochinvar in the Hunter Valley. Michelle is an 
Associate Professor and lectures in Biblical Studies at 
Catholic Institute of Sydney.  
www.australianwomenpreach.com.au    

New Podcast:  
 
The Diocesan Pastoral Formation Team is working towards 
creating a new Podcast. We are seeking feedback regarding 
proposed names for the title. The survey link is here:  
https://forms.office.com/r/rbGeXbq09U  

Christmas cards and Advent reflection books  

Vinnies Christmas cards and Advent prayer/reflection books 
are available for purchase at St Paul’s and Sacred Heart 
churches this weekend. Christmas cards are $8 per pack of 10 
cards and the Advent reflection books are $5 each.  

Booking in for Mass:  

As the 4 square metre density rule applies booking in for Mass is 

essential.    

For Mt Vic – please call or text Diane Stewart (0401 269 956)    

For Blackheath – please call or text Brian Bright  

(0401 768 688)     

The 10am Katoomba Sunday Mass will continue to be live 

streamed  Click the link below or search "St Canice's Katoomba 

Live YouTube" in your internet search engine. 

 https://www.youtube.com/channel/ UCHtj55ris-

vGDQqCDN7mldNQ   

Readers for Mass:  

Proclaiming the Word to the community is an essential minis-
try that forms an important part of the liturgy. God is present 
in the scripture readings that we hear. If you feel called to con-
tribute in this way and join our reading roster, please speak to 
Pat Wicks (0411 488 990) 

St Joseph’s Megalong Valley Mass:  

The next Mass will be Friday December 17th at 4pm. Booking is 
essential as numbers are very limited  

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71997958918?pwd=aUdBMFMzSHlHQlN6ZVc5QkxBbWtwQT09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71997958918?pwd=aUdBMFMzSHlHQlN6ZVc5QkxBbWtwQT09
http://www.australianwomenpreach.com.au/
https://forms.office.com/r/rbGeXbq09U


Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Year B 

 First Reading  

 1 Kgs 17:10-16 

A reading from the first book of the Kings 

The widow made a little scone from her flour meal and 
brought it to Elijah. 

Elijah the Prophet went off to Sidon. And when he 
reached the city gate, there was a widow gathering 
sticks; addressing her he said, ‘Please bring a little 
water in a vessel for me to drink.’ She was setting off 
to bring it when he called after her. ‘Please’ he said, 
‘bring me a scrap of bread in your hand.’ ‘As the Lord 
your God lives’, she replied, ‘I have no baked bread, 
but only a handful of meal in a jar and a little oil in a 
jug; I am just gathering a stick or two to go and pre-
pare this for myself and my son to eat, and then we 
shall die.’ But Elijah said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, go 
and do as you have said; but first make a little scone 
of it for me and bring it to me, and then make some 
for yourself and for your son. For thus the Lord 
speaks, the God of Israel: 

“Jar of meal shall not be spent, 
jug of oil shall not be emptied, 
before the day when the Lord sends 
rain on the face of the earth.”’ 

The woman went and did as Elijah told her and they 
ate the food, she, himself and her son. The jar of meal 
was not spent nor the jug of oil emptied, just as the 
Lord had foretold through Elijah. 

  Second Reading 

 Heb 9:24-28 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 

Christ offered himself only once to take the faults of many on 
himself. 

It is not as though Christ had entered a man-made 
sanctuary which was only modelled on the real one; 
but it was heaven itself, so that he could appear in the 
actual presence of God on our behalf. And he does not 
have to offer himself again and again, like the high 
priest going into the sanctuary year after year with the 
blood that is not his own, or else he would have had to 
suffer over and over again since the world began. In-

stead of that, he has made his appearance once and for 
all, now at the end of the last age, to do away with sin 
by sacrificing himself. Since men only die once, and 
after that comes judgement, so Christ, too, offers him-
self only once to take the faults of many on himself, 
and when he appears a second time, it will not be to 
deal with sin but to reward with salvation those who 
are waiting for him. 

THE GOSPEL  

Mk 12:38-44  

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 

This poor widow has put more in than all who contributed. 

In his teaching Jesus said, ‘Beware of the scribes who 
like to walk about in long robes, to be greeted obse-
quiously in the market squares, to take the front seats 
in the synagogues and the places of honour at ban-
quets; these are the men who swallow the property of 
widows, while making a show of lengthy prayers. The 
more severe will be the sentence they receive.’ 

He sat down opposite the treasury and watched the 
people putting money into the treasury, and many of 
the rich put in a great deal. A poor widow came and 
put in two small coins, the equivalent of a penny. 
Then he called to his disciples and said to them, ‘I tell 
you solemnly, this poor widow has put more in than 
all who have contributed to the treasury; for they have 
all put in money they had over, but she from the little 
she had has put in everything she possessed, all she 
had to live on.’  

ENTRANCE  

Cf. Ps 87:3 
Let my prayer come into your presence. 
Incline your ear to my cry for help, O Lord. 

RESPONSE 
 

Praise the Lord, my soul!   
COMMUNION  
 

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
Fresh and green are the pastures where he gives  
me repose, near restful waters he leads me.  

ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia!  

Happy the poor in spirit; 

the kingdom of heaven is theirs.  

Alleluia!  


