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Fourth Sunday of Lent Year A 

19 March 2023 

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ 

Today we read again from the Gospel of John. Just like the woman at the well last 
week, the blind man goes through stages of discovery to finally see who Christ 
really is and believe. The Woman at the well first called Jesus a Jew, then she 
identified him as a prophet and finally as the Messiah. Likewise, the blind man at 
first refers to Jesus as a man, then a prophet and finally believes that He is the 
Lord. 

The blind man is a new creation through Christ. Christ makes up a paste from 
spittle and the soil of the earth. Living water and the soil of the earth. Just like in 
Genesis when God brings forth Adam from the soil of the earth, Christ now 
creates a new man. He removes his limitations, he opens his eyes, he brings him 
to faith. Even more magnificent than the restoration of physical sight is the 
opening of the man to the graces that God is offering. 

The Pharisees couldn’t see. They were blinded by the things that they clung to, 
their status, their, influence and their image. They only saw Christ as a threat to 
their established order and hid behind structures that protected them, though they 
could see signs that they should have looked at things differently. Structures that 
blocked their view.  

Last week we heard that we need to worship God in Spirit and in truth. This week 
we in Ephesians that we need to discover what God wants from us. We need to 
open ourselves to the Spirit. It’s not what we do but why we do it. Let’s examine 
ourselves so that we do everything for the right reason, for the “other” not 
ourselves.  

May God bless you all 

Deacon Alan.  

 

 

• Please note that the next mass at Megalong Valley will be tomorrow the                

17 March at 4.00pm. 

• Fr Bob’s Birthday Lunch is this Sunday 19th March at the Blackheath Golf 

Club at 12.00 noon. 

MT VICTORIA VIGIL MASS 
Vigil Mass at 5.00pm (June-August) 
                         6.00pm(Sept-May) 

MEGALONG VALLEY MASS 

4pm (every third Friday of the month). 
 Next Mass:  17 March 2023 at 4.00pm 
                          

BLACKHEATH MASSES 
SUN: 9:15am.    
WED: 6:30pm.  
 
  
CONFESSION 
WED: 6:15pm  before 6.30 mass 
 
UPPER BLUE MOUNTAINS PARISH  SUN  
MASSES 
SAT: 5:00pm Leura (Vigil) 
SUN: 8:00am Wentworth Falls  
SUN: 10.30am Katoomba 
Sun:  5.00pm Leura 
 
BULLETIN ITEMS: Please contact the Parish 
Office on Tuesdays or Thursday during office 
hours on 4787 8540 or email  
blackheath@parracatholic.org  

mailto:blackheath@parracatholic.org
https://sacredheartblackheath.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/Sacred-Heart-Parish-Community-Blackheath-NSW-Australia-153850768029631
https://www.facebook.com/Sacred-Heart-Parish-Community-Blackheath-NSW-Australia-153850768029631


Sunday 19  .3 .2023 

1 St Reader:      Pat Wicks   

2 nd Reader:   John Tweedie  

 

 Welcome/Intercession:  Paul Harris 

 Server:   Diane Stewart  

Church Care:   Marilyn and Paul Rowe 

Counters:   Pamela and John  

Flowers:      Cate Mitchell 

Morning Tea:  Christine and Dominic  

 Bpoint - Parish contributions using your credit card.  

Bpoint is an easy way to contribute to both our 2nd collection (funds raised are for 
our Parish) and  1st collection (funds raised are for the clergy of the Diocese). You 
need a credit card (Visa or Mastercard only) and a mobile phone number. Please 
follow this link and make your choice of option. You will be asked to show your 
name and mobile phone number: https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/
CATHOLICPARISHOFSACREDHEARTBLACKHEATH . As an alternative to 
following the link, you can also use the attached QR Code.   

Being a Covid Safe Parish:  

We are following NSW Health mandates, Paramatta diocesan directions and our own 
parish decisions to keep our community safe and welcoming for all. Please remember 
to: 

+ receive communion only in the hand (parish decision) 

+ keep windows and doors open to assist with ventilation (health guideline) 

+ you are encouraged to wear a mask indoors (parish decision) 

++ Please note: these conditions are subject to change without notice ++  

Mt Victoria         18.3.2023 

1 St Reader:          Diane Stewart 

2 nd  Reader:         Maria 

Timor support 

Cuppa’s Together! Every Wednesday 9.30 - 12 pm 

Help us promote this opportunity for support and connec-
tion by telling your neighbours, new people into our town 
and anyone you  know who would enjoy a chat.  

 

Sunday:         26.3.2023 
 
 1 St Reader:     Monica Bright 

     
 2 nd Reader:   Brian Bright 

 
 Welcome/Intercession:   Adrian Carroll 
  
Server:   Ray Wood 

 

Morning Tea:  Christa and Pamela  

  
WHAT'S ON IN THE 

UPPER MOUNTAINS THIS 

WEEK  

SATURDAY 18 March  

Mass 6.00pm Mt Victoria. 

SUNDAY 19 March 4th Sunday of Lent 

9.15am Year A 

MONDAY 20 March 

Mass 9:30am Katoomba 

TUESDAY 21 March  

Confession 4:45-5:00pm Leura 

Mass 5:15pm Leura  

WEDNESDAY 22  March 

Mass 9:30am Wentworth Falls  

Cuppa’s together: 9.30 - 12.00pm 

Blackheath Community Kitchen-Garden 10-
12pm  

Mass 6.30pm Blackheath  

THURSDAY  23 March 

Mass 5.15pm Leura   

FRIDAY  24 March 

Mass 12pm Katoomba 

SATURDAY 25  March 

Mass 9am Katoomba 

Confession 9:30am Katoomba 

Blackheath Community Kitchen-Garden 11-1pm  

 Lenten Group WEDNESDAYS  

 Morning group 10.30am  

 Evening group 7.00pm.  

Location: 3 Easter Street Leura. Groups 
facilitator: Barbara Davidson. Please 
contact Barbara for more information. 
0417 490 103 

WORKING BEE SATURDAY 18 MARCH 

WORKING BEE Saturday 18 March commencing at 8am.  Plenty of 

mowing, edging and weed removal. 

We farewelled Lindsay Inman at our last working bee.  As Lindsay 

has travelled up for almost every one of our working bees since he left the Parish 7 

years ago, we will now be down on numbers, so all volunteers are most wel-

come.  Please remember to bring a hat, gloves and sunscreen (also ear and eye pro-

tection if using mechanical equipment).  Delicious morning tea supplied courtesy 

Julie Hodgkinson.  Enquiries to Lance Hodgkinson on 4787 8096 or John Tweedie 

on 0407 288 957. 

Virtual Lent Series.  

Garrett Publishing presents a series of 

FREE online Lent talks by four Australi-

an biblical scholars. Each week this 

group of accomplished guides will work 

together to explore the readings for the 

week. Speaking to us from their own 

area of expertise will be: Prof Mary 

Coloe PBVM, Dr Mary Reaburn NDS, 

Dr Chris  Monaghan CP, Dr Janina 

Hiebel.  This is a perfect opportunity to 

enrich your Lenten journey.  

WHEN: Tuesdays  February 21 & 28, 

March 7, 14 , 21 & 28 

TIME: 7.00pm – 8.00pm AEDT*  

Google “virtual lent series 2023    aus-

tralia”  

SACRED HEART BLACKHEATH 

HOLY WEEK  & EASTER  

SERVICES 

HOLY Thursday: 7.00pm 

Good Fri Stations of the Cross:10.00am 

Good Friday: 3.00pm 

Easter Vigil 7.00pm 

https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/CATHOLICPARISHOFSACREDHEARTBLACKHEATH
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/CATHOLICPARISHOFSACREDHEARTBLACKHEATH
https://trek-for-timor-blue-mountains.raisely.com/


Please Pray For the Sick and Their Carers:   Leashy Dowling, Noeleen Cliff, Sue Gracey, Joe Blansjaar, Elizabeth Curran, Fred Paton, 
Andrew Krawczyk, Patricia Dee, Pat McCauley, John Crowley, Maria Johnson, Tatiana Schultz, Trennah Portelli,  

REST IN PEACE March:  7th Fred  Pateman, 8th Judy Harris (2014), 14th Pete Juhas, 17th Mary Potts (Diane Stewart’s Mum), 19th 
Tom Boylan,  28th Jim Grainger (2014) friend of Fr Paul  

***Humans see and judge by appearanc-
es, but God looks into the heart, and there 
finds the real person.  God’s standards are 
not superficial, as are so many of the 
standards of the world.  It is not age, 
beauty or physical strength that is im-
portant; it is not social position or reli-
gious role that is preferred.  God chooses whom God choos-
es.  God saw in David, the insignificant shepherd, the po-
tential for being the chief shepherd of his people.  The man 
who was born blind became the one through whom others 
would see the mighty works of God.  Yet, neither young 
David nor the man in the gospel made the initial step; each 
simply responded with openness to God’s choice of him. 

By what criteria do we judge others?  Do we consider some 
people too insignificant for greatness?  Are we overly con-
cerned with status?  Do we categorise people according to 
the disease or physical limitation that they must endure?  
Do we sometimes blame them for their disability?  Do our 
eyes perceive life in accord with the standards of a material-
istic, body-orientated, pleasure-seeking society?  Or do we 
look into the other’s heart, as God does? 

As with the other scrutiny Sundays, catechumens and long-
standing members alike are exhorted to make a choice.  Je-
sus is the one who gives sight to blind eyes and religious 
insight to those open to receive it.  However, there is a price 
to pay.  Will it be the standards of the world, or the power 
of God in Jesus Christ? 

© Dianne Bergant CSA 

 Happy Birthday  March: 10th Joe Blansjaar ,16th Fr Bob Sheridan (b 1933), 23rd Oliver Burke (b 2005), 28th Ray Wood 

29th Carmen Beard  

Project Compassion  
 The project compassion boxes and enve-
lopes are now available to be picked up from 

the church. Please take one home to support Caritas Australia 

this Lenten season.Together, we can help vulnerable commu-
nities face their challenges today and build a bet-
ter tomorrow For All Future Generations. 

  
You can donate through Project Compassion  by 

visiting  caritas.org.au/project-compassion, or by 

calling 1800 024 413. or scan the QR Code. 

Community Kitchen-Garden:  

The first words of Laudato Si’ are Italian and translate as 
”praise be to you.” They are part of a quotation from St. 
Francis of Assisi”s Canticle of the Creatures that opens the 
encyclical in which the saint praises God by meditating on 
the goodness of the sun, wind, earth, water and other natural 
forces. The Church (and many outside the Church) has em-
braced Pope Francis’ encyclical and there is a focus now on 
implementing his ideas through the program: The Laudato 
Si’ 7 Goals over 7 years. 

Goal 4 is the Adoption of Simple Lifestyles: sobriety in the 
use of resources and energy, avoiding single-use plastic, 
adopting a more plant-based diet and reducing meat con-
sumption, greater use of public transport and avoiding pol-
luting modes of transportation etc 

Our Community Kitchen-Garden is organic, using natural 
products as far as possible, provides vegetables for those in 
need and cooks vegetable-based foods such as soups for the 
Uniting Church Soup Kitchen. If you would like to help with 
the gardening or the cooking please check the calendar of 
events in this Bulletin for the times the CKG team is work-
ing at our site. Contact Brian for further information on    
0401 768 688. 

Bishop’s Good Shepherd Appeal  Next Week 26 and 27th 

March for our Holy Spirit Seminarians Our Holy Spirit Semi-

nary in Harris Park is preparing men who have been called by 

God to be good shepherds to serve His people. Will you sup-

port our seminarians to humbly serve our faith community? 

Please give generously to the Bishop’s Good Shepherd Appeal 

at yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal or scan 

this QR code. Thank you for accompanying our 

seminarians on their spiritual journey to become 

priests.  

Sunday Lunch and the Sacred Scriptures:  

Scripture Scholar and Lawson parishioner, Dr Laurie Woods, 
will lead a reflection on Jesus and Forgiveness. Sunday 2 
April 12:00-2:00pm Our Lady of the Nativity school hall, 
Lawson. Light lunch provided, donations welcome.   

 Blackheath Uniting Church  Goverts Leap Road 

 Come and relax with a cup of coffee  and something to nibble 

while   admiring hand embroidery from Yesteryear. 

 Place:  Blackheath Uniting Church  

Date:   Saturday 18th March. 

Time:   Between 2.00 and 4.00 pm    

Donation $5.00      ALL WELCOME 

Australian Women Preach:  

This week’s guest is Danielle Anne Lynch. Danielle is a the-
ologian, musician, and teacher, working in Brisbane.  Her 
work in systematic theology encompasses Theology, Music, 
and Song-writing, with particular interest in feminist and 
queer approaches. Danielle’s book on music and theology God 
in Sound and Silence: Music as Theology was published in 
2018. www.australianwomenpreach.com.au  

Fred Pateman: You are invited to attend Fred Pateman’s Fu-

neral on Thursday March 23 at 11.00 at St Canice’s Church 

Katoomba.  

yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal
http://www.australianwomenpreach.com.au


Fourth Sunday of Lent Year A. 

First Reading 

A reading from the first book of Samuel (1 Sm 16:1. 6-7. 10-
13) 

The Lord said to Samuel, ‘Fill your horn with oil and go. I am 
sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for I have chosen myself a 
king among his sons.’ When Samuel arrived, he caught sight 
of Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the Lord’s anointed one stands 
there before him,’ but the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Take no notice 
of his appearance or his height for I have rejected him; God 
does not see as people  see; people look at appearances but the 
Lord looks at the heart.’ Jesse presented his seven sons to 
Samuel, but Samuel said to Jesse, ‘The Lord has not chosen 
these.’ He then asked Jesse, ‘Are these all the sons you have?’ 
He answered, ‘There is still one left, the youngest; he is out 
looking after the sheep.’ Then Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send for 
him; we will not sit down to eat until he comes.’ Jesse had him 
sent for, a boy of fresh complexion, with fine eyes and pleas-
ant bearing. The Lord said, ‘Come, anoint him, for this is the 
one.’ At this, Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him 
where he stood with his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord 
seized on David and stayed with him from that day on. 

 

 

Second Reading  

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians (Eph 5:8-
14) 

You were darkness once, but now you are light in the Lord; be 
like children of light, for the effects of the light are seen in 
complete goodness and right living and truth. Try to discover 
what the Lord wants of you, having nothing to do with the 
futile works of darkness but exposing them by contrast. The 
things which are done in secret are things that people are 
ashamed even to speak of; but anything exposed by the light 
will be illuminated and anything illuminated turns into light. 
That is why it is said: 

Wake up from your sleep, 

rise from the dead, 

and Christ will shine on you. 

  

Gospel 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John (Jn 9:1-41) 

As Jesus went along, he saw a man who had been blind from 
birth. His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or 
his parents, for him to have been born blind?’ ‘Neither he nor 
his parents sinned,’ Jesus answered, ‘he was born blind so that 
the works of God might be displayed in him. 

‘As long as the day lasts 

I must carry out the work of the one who sent me; 

the night will soon be here when no one can work. 

As long as I am in the world 

I am the light of the world.’ 
Having said this, he spat on the ground, made a paste with the spit-
tle, put this over the eyes of the blind man and said to him, ‘Go and 
wash in the Pool of Siloam’ (a name that means ‘sent’). So the blind 
man went off and washed himself, and came away with his sight 
restored. 

His neighbours and people who earlier had seen him begging said, 
‘Isn’t this the man who used to sit and beg?’ Some said, ‘Yes, it is 
the same one.’ Others said, ‘No, he only looks like him.’ The man 
himself said, ‘I am the man.’ So they said to him, ‘Then how do 
your eyes come to be open?’ ‘The man called Jesus’ he answered 
‘made a paste, daubed my eyes with it and said to me, “Go and 
wash at Siloam”; so I went, and when I washed I could see.’ They 
asked, ‘Where is he?’ ‘I don’t know’ he answered. 

They brought the man who had been blind to the Pharisees. It had 
been a sabbath day when Jesus made the paste and opened the 
man’s eyes, so when the Pharisees asked him how he had come to 
see, he said, ‘He put a paste on my eyes, and I washed, and I can 
see.’ Then some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man cannot be from 
God: he does not keep the sabbath.’ Others said, ‘How could a sin-
ner produce signs like this?’ And there was disagreement among 
them. So they spoke to the blind man again, ‘What have you to say 
about him yourself, now that he has opened your eyes?’ ‘He is a 
prophet’ replied the man. 
However, the Jews would not believe that the man had been blind 
and had gained his sight, without first sending for his parents and 
asking them, ‘Is this man really your son who you say was born 
blind? If so, how is it that he is now able to see?’ His parents an-
swered, ‘We know he is our son and we know he was born blind, 
but we don’t know how it is that he can see now, or who opened his 
eyes. He is old enough: let him speak for himself.’ His parents 
spoke like this out of fear of the Jews, who had already agreed to 
expel from the synagogue anyone who should acknowledge Jesus 
as the Christ. This was why his parents said, ‘He is old enough; ask 
him.’ 

So the Jews again sent for the man and said to him, ‘Give glory to 
God! For our part, we know that this man is a sinner.’ The man an-
swered, ‘I don’t know if he is a sinner; I only know that I was blind 
and now I can see.’ They said to him, ‘What did he do to you? How 
did he open your eyes?’ He replied, ‘I have told you once and you 
wouldn’t listen. Why do you want to hear it all again? Do you want 
to become his disciples too?’ At this they hurled abuse at him: ‘You 
can be his disciple,’ they said ‘we are disciples of Moses: we know 
that God spoke to Moses, but as for this man, we don’t know where 
he comes from.’ The man replied, ‘Now here is an astonishing 
thing! He has opened my eyes, and you don’t know where he comes 
from! We know that God doesn’t listen to sinners, but God does 
listen to people who are devout and do his will. Ever since the 
world began it is unheard of for anyone to open the eyes of a some-
one who was born blind; if this man were not from God, he couldn’t 
do a thing.’  ‘Are you trying to teach us,’ they replied ‘and you a 
sinner through and through, since you were born!’ And they drove 
him away. 
Jesus heard they had driven him away, and when he found him he 
said to him, ‘Do you believe in the Son of Man?’ ‘Sir,’ the man 
replied ‘tell me who he is so that I may believe in him.’ Jesus said, 
‘You are looking at him; he is speaking to you.’ The man said, 
‘Lord, I believe’, and worshipped him. 

Jesus said: 

‘It is for judgement 

that I have come into this world, 

so that those without sight may see 

and those with sight turn blind.’ 

Hearing this, some Pharisees who were present said to him, ‘We are 
not blind, surely?’ Jesus replied: 

‘Blind? If you were, you would not be guilty, 

but since you say, “We see”, 

ENTRANCE     
Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her. 
Be joyful, all who were in mourning; 
exult and be satisfied at her consoling breast   

RESPONSE   
The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I 
 shall want. 

COMMUNION   

The Lord anointed my eyes: I went, I washed, 

I saw and I believed in God.  

ACCLAMATION 

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 
I am the light of the world, says the Lord; 
whoever follows me will have the light of life. 
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!  


